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The Eighty-fourth Annual Meeting of The American Asso-ciation for Thoracic Surgery took place at the Metro To-ronto Convention Centre in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, from
April 24 through April 28, 2004, and was attended by almost 2500
professionals from all corners of the world. Total attendees ex-
ceeded 4300. The Annual Meeting was recorded for Webcast
presentation, which is available for viewing and can be accessed
through the AATS site at www.aats.org. The meeting has also been
preserved on CD-Rom, and CDs are available either by specialty
or as a complete set through the Association’s offices or on the
Web site.
On Saturday, April 24, 2004, the AATS opened the scientific
portion of the program with its first “Grantsmanship Workshop,”
chaired by Pedro J. del Nido, MD. The 1-hour session attracted an
enthusiastic crowd of more than 100 young investigators. Imme-
diately thereafter, cochairs Larry R. Kaiser, MD, and Robert C.
Robbins, MD, presented the Sixth Annual “Developing the Aca-
demic Surgeon—A Symposium,” during which almost 250 partic-
ipants discussed issues facing cardiothoracic surgeons interested in
pursuing a career in academic surgery.
Sunday, once again, featured 3 specialty symposia cosponsored
by the AATS and The Society for Thoracic Surgeons (STS), all of
which were highlighted by distinguished faculty members. The
General Thoracic Surgery Symposium, chaired by Mark J. Krasna,
MD, attracted almost 300 participants; the Adult Cardiac Surgery
Symposium, chaired by Ralph J. Damiano, Jr, MD, drew an
audience of almost 1100 surgeons; and the Congenital Heart
Disease Symposium, chaired by James S. Tweddell, MD, was
attended by more than 300. Also held on Sunday afternoon was the
annual C. Walton Lillehei Residents’ Forum during which 8 res-
idents made outstanding presentations of their research efforts. The
AATS Cardiothoracic Residents Committee agreed that 2 papers
were suitable for this year’s award. The $5000 award was divided
between Filiberto Rodriguez, MD, of Stanford for his presentation,
“Alterations of Transmural Strains in the Ischemic Border Zone
During Acute Mid-Circumflex Occlusion,” and Mark F. Berry,
MD, of Philadelphia for his presentation, “Targeted Overexpres-
sion of Leukemia Inhibitory Factor Preserves Myocardium in
Postinfarction Heart Failure.”
On Sunday evening, the AATS hosted the annual Graham
Education and Research Foundation reception, honoring the 2004
Graham Education and Research Foundation awardees, as well as
the 2004 award recipients from the Thoracic Surgery Foundation
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were this year’s 52nd Traveling Fellow, Smruti Ranjan Mohanty,
MD, of Bangalore, Karnataka, India, and the Second John Alex-
ander Research Scholar, King F. Kwong, MD, of the University of
Maryland.
Social events were very well attended, and the Association was
most grateful to Local Arrangements Chairs Dr and Mrs Hugh E.
Scully. As in past years, the social events schedule commenced on
Sunday evening with a well-attended Welcoming Reception in the
Exhibit Hall. Monday evening’s reception was held at the Royal
Ontario Museum, where more than 500 attendees enjoyed “Eternal
Egypt: Masterworks of Ancient Art from the British Museum.” The
Association extends its sincere thanks to the Scullys for their
superb work in developing an interesting and exciting social pro-
gram.
Dr Joel D. Cooper presented his Presidential Address, “Thank
You for Being a Doctor,” on Monday, April 26, 2004. Dr Cooper
received high praise from his peers for his insightful and personal
historical review of the specialty and the challenges that cardio-
thoracic surgeons face. This year’s featured speakers were John B.
West, MD, who presented the Basic Science Lecture, “A Shortage
of Oxygen: Lessons From the Summit of Mt Everest,” and Hon-
ored Speaker Joseph McInnis, MD, whose talk was titled, “Lead-
ership and Surgery: A View From Inside the Ocean.”
On Tuesday morning, April 27, the Research fora on General
Thoracic and Cardiac Surgery were conducted. Tuesday afternoon
saw the Association’s Twenty-seventh Annual Cardiothoracic
Residents’ Luncheon, which was once again well attended. More
than 200 residents had the opportunity to enjoy a stimulating
discussion with leaders in the cardiothoracic field.
At its Annual Executive Session, the members of the Associ-
ation elected the following officers for 2004-2005: Tirone E.
David, MD, President; Richard A. Jonas, MD, President-Elect;
Bruce W. Lytle, MD, Vice President; Irving L. Kron, MD, Secre-
tary; and Alec Patterson, MD, Treasurer. Dr Joel D. Cooper
succeeds Dr Fred A. Crawford, Jr, to a 1-year term on the Council,
Dr O. Howard Frazier was named to fulfill Dr Lytle’s remaining
1-year term, and Dr Hartzell V. Schaff was named to a 4-year term
on the Council.
There were amendments to the Association’s bylaws, includ-
ing:
1. eliminating US or Canadian citizenship as a prerequisite for
membership inasmuch as the AATS has become a truly
global organization;
2. establishing as standing committees the Education Commit-
tee and Scientific Affairs and Government Relations Com-
mittee;
3. authorizing the Council to establish annual dues and com-
mittee budgets so that it might react more expeditiously on
business issues facing the specialty;
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calendar fiscal year;
5. providing for the submission of electronic copies of manu-
scripts for the JTCVS; and
6. formalizing the appointment of the Historian as Chair of the
Necrology Committee.
The membership also agreed with the following recommenda-
tions of the Council to:
1. expand the Association’s educational mission by conducting
a freestanding postgraduate course in the fall of 2005;
2. continue to cosponsor with the STS the annual Tech/Con
program at the STS Annual Meeting and the 3 postgraduate
programs at the Association’s annual meeting;
3. appoint STS representation to the AATS Education Com-
mittee to improve coordination and cooperation between the
2 organizations;
4. reaffirm the AATS’s commitment to the role of CTSNet in
the cardiothoracic surgical community; and
5. provide AATS members, through their annual dues payment,
with a subscription to either Seminars in Thoracic and Car-
diovascular Surgery, Operative Techniques in Thoracic and
Cardiovascular Surgery, or Pediatric Cardiac Surgery
Annual.
The Eighty-fifth Annual Meeting of the Association will take
place from April 10 through April 13, 2005, at the Moscone
Convention Center in San Francisco, California. (Please note: This
is the correct date for the 2005 Annual Meeting. The date quoted
in this year’s program was incorrect.) The deadline for abstract
submissions is October 4, 2004, and all abstract submissions must
be electronic. As in past years, the abstract submitter will be
accessible through a link on the AATS Web site. The Association
has reaffirmed its policy that work submitted for consideration by
the Program Committee for the Annual Meeting, publication in
The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery, or both shall
NOT have been submitted previously for presentation or publica-
tion.
At next year’s Annual Meeting, the following new active
members who were formally elected at the April 27 Business Meeting
will be inducted into membership in the Association:
Active Members
Ottavio Alfieri, Milan, Italy
Abbas Ardehali, Los Angeles, Calif
Richard J. Battafarano, St Louis, Mo
Aart Brutel de la Rivere, Zeist, The NetherlandsThe Journal of ThoraciBrian F. Buxton, Victoria, Australia
Thierry-Pierre Carrel, Berne, Switzerland
Antonio Corno, Lausanne, Switzerland
William J. Daenen, Leuven, Belgium
John Dark, Newcastle upon Tyne, United Kingdom
Malcolm M. DeCamp, Jr, Cleveland, Ohio
Frank C. Detterbeck, Chapel Hill, NC
Brian W. Duncan, Cleveland, Ohio
Joseph S. Friedberg, Philadelphia, Pa
Anthony P. Furnary, Portland, Ore
Tomasz Grodzki, Szczecin, Poland
Dominique H. Grunenwald, Paris, France
Jeffrey P. Jacobs, St Petersburg, Fla
James Jaggers, Durham, NC
Olivier J. L. Jegaden, Lyon, France
David R. Jones, Charlottesville, Va
John A. Kern, Charlottesville, Va
Asghar Khaghani, Bucks, United Kingdom
Masashi Komeda, Kyoto, Japan
Paul Kurlansky, Miami Beach, Fla
Peter B. Manning, Cincinnati, Ohio
James L. Monro, Southampton, United Kingdom
Michael S. Mulligan, Seattle, Wash
Jonathan C. Nesbitt, Nashville, Tenn
Richard G. Ohye, Ann Arbor, Mich
Jeffrey M. Pearl, Cincinnati, Ohio
Xavier F. Roques, Bordeaux-Pessac, France
Joseph F. Sabik, Cleveland, Ohio
Shunji Sano, Okayama City, Japan
Hans-Joachim Schafers, Homburg, Germany
William R. Smythe, Houston, Tex
Stephen G. Swisher, Houston, Tex
James Tatoulis, Victoria, Australia
Helmut W. Unruh, Winnipeg, Manitoba
Dirk VanRaemdonck, Leuven, Belgium
Garrett L. Walsh, Houston, Tex
Kenneth G. Warner, Boston, Mass
Stephen C. Yang, Baltimore, Md
Hisataka Yasui, Fukuoka, Japan
Honorary Member
John B. West, La Jolla, Calif
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